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Annotations.

A MEDICAL MEMBER OF THE NEW MINISTRY.

" Ne quid nimis."

WE are gratified to be able to announce that the office
of Political Secretary to the Local Government Board, over
which Mr. H. H. Fowler will preside, has been offered to, and
accepted by, Sir Walter Foster, M. D., F. R. C. P. Lond. &c. This
is the first occasion on which a member of our profession has
been included in the ranks of Her Majesty’s Ministry. We
have long advocated the establishment of a distinct depart-
ment of Public Health, and we venture to regard Sir Walter
Foster’s appointment as another step towards that desirable
consummation. Sir Walter Foster is a representative member of
our profession, and during his Parliamentary career has ren-
dered valuable services to medicine and largely advanced the
interests of the public health. We feel sure that his term of
office will be marked by still further important progress in
this direction. It is as yet too early to forecast what effect
the change of Government may have with regard to those great
health questions with which we are more immediately con-
cerned, but the appointments of Mr. H. H. Fowler as Presi-
dent of the Local Government Board and of Sir Walter
Foster as Secretary augur well, we feel convinced, for the
future efficiency of that very important department. The

advantages which will accrue to the department, the pro-
fession and the public by the post of Secretary being
filled by a member of the medical profession, and especially
by one so well qualified for the work as Sir Walter Foster,
are so obvious that it is unnecessary for us to dilate on them
at greater length on the present occasion.

THE NEW HONOURS.

THE QUEEN has been pleased to approve the appointments,
amongst others, of Professor William Henry Flower, C.B.,
F. R. S., F.R.C.S.Eng. &c., Director of the Natural History
Museum, to a Knight Commandership of the Civil Division of
the Most Honourable Order of the Bath; and of Richard Thorne
Thorne, Esq., F.R.S., M. B. Lond., F. R. C. P. Lond. &c., Medical
Officer of H.M. Local Government Board, to a Companion-
ship of the same Order. This is the first occasion on which
the Medical Officer of the Local Government Board has had any
honour conferred on him during his tenure of office, although
Sir John Simon was made a C.B. and Sir George Buchanan
was knighted onthe occasions of their respective retirements.
In the present case the department of public health, as well
as Dr. Thorne Thorne personally, receives recognition. Doubt-
less the honour bestowed upon Dr. Thorne is also in some
measure due to the conspicuous value of his services as
British delegate at the recent sitting in connexion with the
Venice International Sanitary Conference at Paris, when the
previous results of the Conference underwent very consider-
able and highly necessary modifications. We heartily con-
gratulate Sir William Flower and Dr. Thorne Thorne on the
well-merited honours which Her Majesty has been pleased to
confer on them. 

___

CHOLERA INTELLIGENCE.

SINCE our last issue cholera has continued to spread in
Russia, although the area of its diffusion has not been

materially increased. The most important extension of the
disease is that which is reported from St. Petersburg itself ;
an extension which may at any moment open up the question
of the transmission of the disease by means of sea traffic
between the Baltic and this country. On the 16th inst. there
were 44 cases and 9 deaths in the Russian capital. Some

further extension of cholera in the central provinces of
Russia has also taken place ; but perhaps the most serious
news from that empire is the large increase in the number of
attacks and deaths which daily come under official notice. Thus.
whereas a week ago the fresh attacks and deaths per diem

hardly exceeded some 4000 and 2000 respectively, they have
now risen until they have reached some 8000 and 4000 respec-
tively. On the 15th inst. the official records announced

8601 cases and 4288 deaths, on the 16th the numbers were
7600 and 3900 respectively, and on the 17th they
were 7809 and 3742 ; it being at the same time an-

nounced that returns from many places were not received.
and hence that these numbers do not represent the total
cholera in Russia. In Astrakan, at Baku, at Nijni-Novgorod,
in the Transcaspian districts and even in Moscow a diminu-
tion of the epidemic has shown itself, the abatement being in
some places very marked; but, on the other hand, the-

disease is still spreading fatally in the Don provinces, at
Saratoff, Samara, Simbirsk, Orenberg and Viatka, and

the province of Taurida north of the Crimea is also now an.
infected district. A further important extension of the

epidemic is into Austria-Hungary, the province infected

being Galicia. Seven cholera deaths are reported from
Szklo, near Jawaroff, in the north of the province, and
one such death near Kolomea in the south-east. "Cholerine"’ "’

is also stated to have broken out at Lemberg. This ex-

tension is under any circumstances a matter of some,

gravity, but had it occurred earlier in the hot season

its significance, for this year would have been even greater.
From Paris the news is much more satisfactory. With
the onset of cooler weather, the cholera has materially abated,
and unless the rumour of its recurrence at Surcelles and a

Clichy-la-Garonne turns out to have any foundation in fact,
it appears practically to have subsided in France. There is,
however, a serious outbreak of so-called cholerine at Havre.
All along, the infection seems to have lacked much of
its ordinary power for spread, and we earnestly trust that
a period of immunity from the disease will now set in, and
that it will be found practicable during that period to take
such steps as will prevent the chance of any recrudescence next
year. As we anticipated in our last issue the Local Government
Board have taken some steps to prevent the importation of
cholera as the result of the Russo-Jewish immigration into
and across this country. The knowledge that cholera can be
conveyed in bedding, linen &c., combined with the fact that

these people nearly all carry with them bedding which is, to

say the least, the reverse of cleanly, rendered it necessary to
stop the importation of such materials, whether the emigrants
reach us after travelling across Northern Germany, vi&acirc; Ham-

burg, or whether they come from Baltic ports. Hence the

prohibitory order which has been issued as the result of
: Dr. Theodore Thomson’s inquiries concerning this Russo>

, Jewish traffic in the ports of London, Grimsby and Hull.

DEATH ON THE OPERATING TABLE.

A CASB has recently come under our notice which, if care>

lessly observed or vaguely reported, would probably be
ascribed to the anaesthetic, but which in reality was the result
of several causes, the effect of the anaesthetic probably being
the least important. The patient, a weakly boy of thirteen
years of age, was originally admitted into the Royal Free
Hospital suffering from enlarged cervical glands ; these wera
successfully removed and for a time he did well. Gradually,
however, a swelling suggestive of a psoas abscess appeared
in the left iliac region, and at the same time an exostosis
developed on the knee. It was thought advisable to oper
the abdominal swelling, and for this purpose the patient was
taken into the operating theatre on the morning of Saturday,
Aug. 6th, and was anaesthetised with the A. C. E. mixture. A

careful dissection was required in order to reach the abscess


